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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 
Workshop on Socio-Economic Inequality in China and the World 

 
Co-organisers: The Social Sciences Research Centre (SSRC); The James M. and 

Cathleen Stone Centre on Socio-Economic Inequality in Asia 
(SCoSEIA) 

Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2026 
Venue: Social Sciences Chamber 11/F, The Jockey Club Tower, Centennial 

Campus, The University of Hong Kong 
 
TIME PROGRAMME 

09:00 – 
09:30 

Registration 
Light refreshments available outside the Chamber 

09:30 -
09:40 

Welcoming Remarks 
Professor Ming Wen, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences; Co-Director of the 
Stone Centre on Socio-Economic Inequality in Asia, The University of Hong Kong 
Professor Tarani Chandola, Head of Sociology; Co-Director of the Stone Centre 
on Socio-Economic Inequality in Asia, The University of Hong Kong 

09:40 -
11:10 

Session 1 on Income Inequality and Social Mobility 
Moderated by Professor Tarani Chandola, Co-Director of the Stone Centre on 
Socio-Economic Inequality in Asia, The University of Hong Kong 

 
Economic Mobility in Malaysia 2004-2022:  A Study of Dynamics Based on 
Snap-Shot Data 
Professor Peter Lanjouw, Director of the Luxembourg Income Study (LIS); Professor 
of Development Economics, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
 
Education, Skills, and Intergenerational Inequality: Causal Mediation Analysis 
and Typology of 23 Countries 
Professor Satoshi Araki, Assistant Professor of Sociology, The University of  
Hong Kong 
 
From Lion Rock to Locked Gates: The Decline of Upward Mobility in  
Hong Kong 
Dr. Li Yang, Advanced Researcher, ZEW - Leibniz Centre for European Economic 
Research; Research Fellow, The World Inequality Lab 
 
Educational Expansion and Intergenerational Mobility Revisited: A Prospective 
Decomposition Approach 
Professor Lai Wei, Assistant Professor of Sociology, The University of Hong Kong 
 
Open floor discussion 

11:10 -
11:30 

Coffee Break 
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11:30 -
13:00 

Session 2 on Cultures, Organisations and Institutions 
Moderated by Professor Heng Chen, Associate Professor of Economics, The 
University of Hong Kong 

 
Multimodal Signaling and Gendered Parenthood in Crowdfunding Performance 
Professor Danqing Wang, Associate Professor of Management, The Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technology 
 
Hiring for Greedy Jobs: How Recruitment Pre-manufactures Consent to 
Overwork 
Professor Wenjuan Zheng, Assistant Professor of Social Science, The Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technology 
 
Governing Tomorrow's Crisis: Financialized Sovereign Wealth 
Professor Isak Ladegaard, Assistant Professor of Sociology, The University 
 of Hong Kong 
 
Gender Inequality in Lifespan in Historical China, 1368–1911 CE 
Professor Sijie Hu, Assistant Professor, Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, The University of Hong Kong 
 
Open floor discussion 

13:00 – 
14:00 

Lunch (by invitation only) 

14:00 – 
15:30 

Session 3 on Wealth Accumulation and Transmission 
Moderated by Professor Duoduo Xu, Director of the Social Sciences Research 
Centre, The University of Hong Kong 

 
Cross-national evidence on the contribution of intergenerational wealth transfers 
to wealth inequality 
Professor Philippe Van Kerm, Research Director of the Luxembourg Income Study 
(LIS); Professor of Social Sciences, The University of Luxembourg 
 
The State as Institutional Asset: Public Employment and Household Net Worth 
Premium in China 
Professor Xiaoguang Fan, Associate Professor of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University 
 
Educational Differences in Stock-Linked Wealth Trajectories and Wealth 
Accumulation across Generations in the United States 
Professor Zhi Li, Research Assistant Professor of Sociology, Nanjing University 
 
Childhood Experience of Parents’ Marital Dissolution and Wealth 
Accumulation: Uncovering Long-term Penalties Across Racial Groups 
Mr. Xiaojie Shen, PhD Candidate of Sociology, Peking University 
 
Open floor discussion 

15:30 – 
16:00 

Coffee Break 
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16:00 –  
17:30 
 

Session 4 on Home Ownership and Gender Dynamics 
Moderated by Professor Janet C. Gornick, Director of the Stone Center on Socio-
Economic Inequality at the City University of New York 

 
What Makes a Desirable Neighborhood in Urban China? New Evidence from a 
National Survey Experiment 
Professor Feng Tian, Professor of Sociology, Fudan University 
 
Medals and Mindsets: How Women’s Olympic Competitiveness Advances 
Gender Equality 
Professor Heng Chen, Associate Professor of Economics, The University  
of Hong Kong 
 
Individualized Homeownership and Its Social Status Implications for Gender 
Inequality in China 
Professor Chunhui Ren, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Lingnan University 
 
Moral Hazard and the Cost of In-kind Transfers: Evidence from a Public 
Housing Program 
Professor Michael B. Wong, Assistant Professor of Economics, The University 
 of Hong Kong 
 
Open floor discussion 

17:30 – 
17:40 

Closing Remarks 
Professor Uta Schӧnberg, Co-Director of the Stone Centre on Socio-Economic 
Inequality in Asia, The University of Hong Kong 
Professor Duoduo Xu, Director of the Social Sciences Research Centre,  
The University of Hong Kong 
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