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Zhi Li is a Research Assistant Professor in the School of Social and Behavioral Sciences at 
Nanjing University. He holds a Ph.D. in sociology from New York University. His research 
focuses on social inequality, economic sociology, and computational social science. He is 
currently working on projects examining wealth inequality in the era of financialization and 
the origins and consequences of network heterogeneity. His work has been published in 
Social Indicators Research, Scientific Reports, International Journal for Equity in Health, 
and Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, with additional work currently under 
revision and resubmission at Demography and Journal of Health and Social Behavior. He has 
received the 2025 Robert D. Mare Graduate Student Paper Award from the American 
Sociological Association’s Section on Inequality, Poverty, and Mobility. 

 


