
The Korean Family: A ‘Luxury Good’ 

Over the past three decades, Korean families have undergone profound transformation. Declining 

marriage rates, rising divorce, and a growing share of the population living alone are now well 

documented. Less recognized, however, is how sharply these changes diverge by education. By 

tracing trends in family behaviors across the educational hierarchy, this talk highlights widening 

educational differentials in family life. Compared to their college-educated counterparts, 

individuals without a college degree face increasing challenges in forming and sustaining a family, 

making the Korean family a 'luxury good.’ I conclude by discussing the implications of the Korean 

case for broader transformations in Asian families and beyond. 

 

 

 


