A Scholarly Journey Through Migration Studies: Looking Back and Looking Forward

In this presentation, Professor Zai Liang will review three major research projects that he has
led over the past two decades. These projects address international migration from China to
the United States, the educational and health consequences of parental migration for children,
and international migration within China in the context of the “Belt and Road Initiative.” In
discussing these projects, Professor Liang will highlight the broader socio-economic and global
contexts that motivate this research, as well as the theoretical and methodological contributions
of each study. He will also discuss how this body of work aligns with and advances the strategic
aims of the HKU Research Hub of Population Studies.

Professor Liang will conclude by outlining his vision for the future development of the HKU
Research Hub of Population Studies. This vision includes building on the Hub’s strong and
successful foundation, further strengthening its existing research areas, and proposing new
directions and future priorities to enhance its regional and global impact.



