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Emi Kiyota is an internationally recognised expert in environmental gerontology, participatory 

design, and inclusive urban development.  With over 20 years of experience, she is committed 

to building age-inclusive, resilient communities that promote dignity and well-being across all 

life stages. 

 

In 2010, she founded Ibasho, a non-profit organisation that supports the co-creation of 

community spaces by and for older adults.  Ibasho has been implemented in diverse cultural 

settings, including Japan, the Philippines, Nepal, and the U.S., guided by the Japanese concept 

of creating places where individuals feel at home being themselves. 

 

Kiyota’s academic and professional work bridges research and practice, focusing on the 

intersection of social infrastructure, design innovation, and community empowerment.  She 

currently serves as an Associate Professor at the National University of Singapore, working 

closely with urban planners, architects, and policymakers to promote sustainable and equitable 

urban development. 

 

She has also served as an advisor to international organisations such as the World Bank, the 

World Health Organization, and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

and the Pacific (UNESCAP), contributing her expertise to global efforts to support aging 

populations through inclusive design and community-driven development. 

 


