
Stuck at Home: Pandemic Immobilities in the Nation of Emigration 

 

Stuck at Home examines how the Philippine state and its aspiring migrants negotiated the meaning 

of immobility amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  In this pioneering book, it studies the narratives 

that emerged around two groups of Filipino workers: nurses banned from leaving the country and 

cruise workers who returned home after COVID-19 shut down the travel industry.  The book 

emphasizes the high stakes in telling the "right" story of immobility to a nation built around 

emigration—one that provides a compelling rationale for who deserves to move and who can be 

forced to stay. 
 


