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Biography

Yanjie Bian is a distinguished professor of humanities and social science and director
of the Institute for Empirical Social Science Research at Xi’an Jiaotong University,
China. He previously taught at the University of Minnesota and the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology. A co-founder of the Chinese General Social
Survey (with Lulu Li), he has authored more than 20 books and 200 articles on topics
of economic sociology, social stratification, guanxi networks, social capital, and
China’s post-1978 institutional transformation. He has received the "Outstanding
Academic Contribution Award" (2021) from the International Association of Chinese
Management Research, has been recognised by Elsevier as a highly cited scholar
worldwide from 2014 to 2024, and was listed as one of the "World's Most Influential
Scholars" from 2023 to 2024. At present, he leads his research team in advancing the
sociology of guanxi and is concurrently conducting a national WeChat Networkers
survey to establish an index of ethnic relations in China.
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