
Gay Liberation Half a Century Later 
 
Gay Liberation emerged out of political and cultural upheavals in a world that was marked by 
the Cold War and the legacies of colonialism. Since then we have seen the development of 
queer movements across the world, and sharp political divisions around attitudes towards 
sexual and gender diversity. How relevant are the ideals of gay liberation in a world which is 
very different to that of fifty years ago? 
 


